How the Health Care Reform Law
Could Help You

hen making decisions about you and your
family’s health insurance coverage, you need to
know about the Health Reform Law, known as
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA). The
ACA affects everyone, including: 1) People with
insurance; 2) People without insurance; 3) Seniors; 4)
People enrolled in Medicaid; 5) People with serious
illnesses or chronic health conditions; and 6) Small businesses. The ACA gives you more
control over your family’s health care by giving you more options for health insurance, better
consumer protections and assistance in getting the help that you need.

More Options for Health Insurance

By 2014, almost everyone will have e More long-term care services, such as

health insurance. personal care and homemaker services,

More people will be eligible to get will be made available for people living

Medicaid, including people with higher in their own home.

inCOmMes. The District will create a Health

Persons with mental health conditions or Insurance Exchange (where you get

substance abuse disorders will have health insurance) that will make it easier

greater access to services to choose the best health insurance for

you and your family.

Better Consumer Protections

You cannot be denied health insurance e Health insurance will be more

because you have a pre-existing
condition (e.g. diabetes, cancer, HIV).
Insurance companies cannot put a limit
on the amount of health insurance that
you get in your lifetime.

It will be easier to apply for Medicaid.

affordable.

There will be limits on what health
insurance companies can charge.
The District will approve health
insurance plans before they can
participate in the Health Insurance
Exchange.




Help to Pay for Health Insurance

e Many people will be eligible for money o HIV screenings
to help pay for health insurance. o Blood pressure and cholesterol
There will be a limit on the amount of screenings
money that you have to pay for services Obesity services and screenings
(called a co-pay). for children
Some prevention services will not Screenings for breast and cervical

require co-pays, such as: cancer
o Immunizations for children and e Employers with less than 25 workers can

adolescents get a tax credit.

You can get additional information from the following resources:

Health Reform Implementation Committee (HRIC) website at: www.healthreform.dc.gov
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